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THE FIRST GENERATION

HE Demuth Tobacco Shop was established in 1770
by Chr:smﬁher Demuth, the paternal great-grand-
father of the present proprietor. This was in the

: days of cocked hats and powdered wigs, when snuff-
taking was not only a consolation of the poor but a cherished

foible of the rich and blue-blooded. So that when Christ-

opher Demuth nﬂ:_med his little shop in Lancaster, snuff
was undoubtedly his most popular article for sale. Accord-
ing to the records, he was a manufacturer and vendor of
both snuff and cigars. He carried on the business most
successfully for 44 yvears and in 1814, having earned for

CHRISTOPHER DEMUTH, FOUNDER
I770-1814 |
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It is rarely that a business is conducted without inter- a =
ruption over a period of a century and a half. It is even
more impressive that a business should be carried on under
the same name and by the lineal descendants of the founder
for an equal period. The Demuth Tobacco Shop of Lan- ! : . :
caster has been in existence for 165 vears and over that £ £ 3= ==
span of time has been conducted by Christopher Demuth t : '
and the three succeeding generations of Demuths on the -
same spot as the original store. It is without doubt the
oldest tobacco store in America. Few, indeed, are the com-
mercial establishments in the United States that can lay
claim to such an honorable record or such a fine family

tradition. THE FIRST STORE
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himself a sufficient competence, and finding himself drawing
E:a.r thﬁ sunset of life, he sold his business to his son, Jaco
emuth.

Christopher Demuth had an honorable military record
serving as a private in Capt. Jacob Krug's Company, o
Colonel Matthias Slaugh's Battalion, Lancaster County
Riflemen, in 1777.

It is worthy of note that the founder of the business
Christopher Demuth, started the business during the rule o
King George 111 and maintained it through the stirring days
of the Revolution. His period of ownership saw the success-
ful conclusion of the Revolutionary War, the birth of the
United States and a greater part of the second war with
Great Britain.

OLD LANCASTER COURT HOUSE

The old Court House
was erected 1784-1787
and stood in the center
of the Square. The
State Legislature met
here from 1799 to 1812
when Lancaster was the
capital of Pennsylvania,
The building was re-
placed in 1852 by the
present Court ouse
standing at Duke and
East king streets,
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The above is a fac-simile of l-}’“" of a receipt sent mﬁlamh

Demuth by Tunis & Way,

hiladelphia brokerage

ouse.

Here are listed the bank notes received and after each is
written the discount it bore, There was no stabilized cur-
rency at that time and very little par money. The Steuben-
ville note was returned because the bank was “unchartered

and no good.” This gives some

iden of the difficulty of

transacting business during that period,
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THE SECOND GENERATION

Jacob Demuth assumed proprietorship of the business and
conducted it just as his father had canuctml it before him.
He ::ﬂmrim,:r:r;lJ to operate the store and the factory up to the
time of his death in 1842—a period of 28 years, I]}-Ie had
assumed ownership just as the War of 1812 was being con-
cluded. Other significant historical events during his
prnEriemrship were the Southern Indian Wars, the beginning
of the anti-slavery movement, the Black Hawk Indian War,
the annexation of Texas and the beginning of our dispute
with Mexico.

JACOB, 50N OF CHRISTOPHER
181 4-r842

THE SECOND STORE
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to Jacob Demuth by Tunis & Way, a Philadelp
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at that time immigrant girls were bartered like a commaodity., They passed

rom one owner to another at an agreed price, much like livestock is sold today. There was a marker

price on immigrant girls which fluctuated as the demand and supply varied.

Focol Do
g e Ert
prws iBant, »
I ol ate, k!
The above letter was written

dealing in everything fro
ferring to the fact that

e

f

EMMANUEL, SON OF JACOB

1842-1843 and 1853-1864

Emmanuel E. Demuth, oldest son of Jacob, succeeded to
the business on the death of his father. But after operatin
it for about one year, he sold it to his brother Lawrence I.
Demuth. In 1853 Lawrence resold the property and busi-
ness to Emmanuel and the latter continued in proprietorship
until 1864. At that date, the business was purchased by a
{;uungtr rother, Henry C. Demuth, who continued in

usiness until his death, which occurred in t%o& This
generation witnessed the Mexican War, the Civil War, the

{{anlmc tion of the South and the Spanish-American
ar,
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This letter was written to Jacob Demuth by Tunis & ‘-."u ay,
of Philadelphia, and illustrates the difficulties of transporta-
tion in the early nineteenth century., Merchants in Phila-
delphia who sold their goods to out-of-town customers had
to depend on the slow and rather irregular movements of
“Waggoners" for delivery of their wares.
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HENRY C., SON OF JACOB
186.4-1900
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ORIGINAL SIG}
1770

One of the most treasured possessions of the Demuth
Store 1s the original sign, a carved and painted wooden
figure made in 1770. It is said to be one of the finest ex-
amples of Colonial carving in existence, portraying a typical
gentleman of pre-Revolutionary days. It now stands in an
honored niche in the present store.

DEMUTHS
On Tue Lincory Hicaway

I14 EAST RING STREET, LANCASTER, FA.

DLDEST TOBACCO SHOP 1IN THE UNITED STATES

LE
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HENRY C., SON OF HEXRY C.
Presemt Proprietor

THE DEMUTH SHOP AND LANCASTER

The Demuth shop has been much more to the community
than a tobacco shop for vears past. It has drawn across
its threshold representative men of the city who there en-
joyed many hours of pleasant social intercourse.

From time immemorial, the Demuth shop has been, after
the old fashion that chnn%tl.‘h not, much more than an ordi-
nary snuff counter and tobacco box. It has been the resort
of a notable clientele. In years gone by, the aristocrats of
an earlier day, soldiers and statesmen, wits and beaux,
lawyers, doctors and nearly always at least one smoke-
perfumed clergyman, delighted in gathering there and dis-
cussing matters of large and small concern. Affairs of

1 7 7 0 15

state and of society, of funds and finance, law and literature,
politics and picnics were touched upon with equal gravity
and n the friendly atmosphere of tobacco smoke.

Here Justice Jasper Yeates, of the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court, bought his Rappee. Here President James Buchanan,
laid in his stock of fine cigars for guests at ** Wheatland.”

Today, the present Demuth Tobacco Shop, more imposing
than any of the preceding stores stands as a monument to a
worthy family tradition being carried on in a worthy manner,
a tradition that has few parallels in American history.,

CHRISTOPHER, SON OF HEXRY C.

Who served in the Rainbow Division and in the Army of
Occupation during the Great War. He is now active in
the operation of the business.
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THE FOURTH GENERATION

Upon the death of Henry C. Demuth the business passed
into the hands of his sons Ferdinand A. and Henry C.
These brothers formed a Iparl:ntrship, which marked the
first time in the history of the business that it had been
under joint ownership. It seemed that the famous old
tobacco shop was fated to be operated under single control,
however, for five years later, on {,anuar]r 26, 1911, Ferdinand
A. Demuth died. This left the business to the management
of Henry, and he purchased his brother's interest from the
estate. Since that time, H. C, Demuth has been conducting
the time-honored business under his own name.

FERDINAND A., SON OF HENRY C.

1900—-1011

THE BUSINESS TODAY

While the establishment at 114 East King Street is con-
ducted as a retail store and has the appearance of a modern
tobacco shop, the manufacturing end has never been dis-
continued. Mr. Demuth still makes several brands of
Maccabey and Ra]::];:ee Snuffs and scrap tobaccos. De-
muth's *“Golden Lion™ and * Mia Querida”™ cigars have been
manufactured for many years and enjoy a wide popularity,
not only in the city of {nncasmr but outside the ]!);:mndnries
of the state.

THE STORE TODAY
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